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Muslim sections of India, we shall note a further psycho-
logical factor often cited as a cause of the relative slowness
of modernization of (upper-class) Islam. The argument runs
that because the Muslims used to be the ruling class of India,
they therefore resented more than others the usurpation
of their power by the British. They resented it so deeply,
supposedly, that it was long before they could be reconciled
to any intercourse whatever with the new order. Now
it is true that they resented thus, and bitterly* We do
not deny either the existence or the profundity of the
resentment when we point out that the argument based
upon it is fallacious.

For the first British conquests were made from Hindu
ruling classes, such as the Marha&as. In the Punjab, where
the Muslim question is at its height, the rulers were Sikhs.
This does not prevent modern middle-class Muslims in the
Punjab and Western India from thinking vaguely that
they used to be the rulers ; and hence compensating their
capitalist frustration with offended pride. Resentment, like
religious conviction, loomed large for these Muslims ; but
whether as a cause or as a result of their not finding
admission to the imperialist organization, is a question well
worth pondering.

The Muslims, then, " suffered most at the hands of the
British when the mutiny had been quelled"9. But presently
a reversal of the government's policy, and a development in
the economic process, produced a new and quite different
situation ; and middle-class Islam reacted accordingly.
The British did not abandon their communal policy.
They continued to play off the middle and upper classes of
one community against those of the other, and in fact have
steadily intensified such tactics ever since. But about 1870
they began to change favourites. Instead of repressing the
Muslims any further, continuing to exclude them from the
growing professional classes, in fear of their power to revolt*